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Cairns Potters Club Inc. 
       AUGUST  2017 

 Newsletter 
ABN 60 623 179 734 
Postal Address     PO Box 1470, Cairns QLD 4870 
Clubhouse      28a Grove St Cairns 4870 
Newsletter Editor          Lone White 
President Lone White   Phone contact 40 537 508 
 
 
Email cairnspottersclub@hotmail.com - Website www.cairnspottersclub.net 

 
 

 

 

Ceramic artwork by Jeananne Orfanos 

(Open Pottery section first prize Cairns Show) 

mailto:cairnspottersclub@hotmail.com
http://www.cairnspottersclub.net/


 Page 2  

   

 
   

President: Lone White. 

Vice President: Hedy Verhulst 

Secretary: - Erica West 

Minute Secretary: Christina George  

Treasurer: Mark Davis 

Librarian: Christina George 

Kiln Booking Officer: Jennifer Arthur 

Newsletter: still vacant (acting newsletter editor -Lone White) 

Glass Officer: vacant 

Website Manager: - Jennifer Arthur 

Clay Officer:- Di Sant. 

Committee Members; The following members have agreed to be on the Committee:  

Yuki Horiki, Heather McCoy, Anitra Murphy.  

 

 

CLUB MEETINGS 

. 

The next Management Committee will be held on Thursday 3 August 2017 at 

4.00 pm at the Club premises at 28a Grove Street Cairns. Members are welcome to 

attend and/or bring issues to the Committee at this meeting.  

 

A word from the President. 

 

The next big event for the club will be our OPEN WEEKEND 19 and 20 August, where we 

,like many potteries and studio potters all over Australia  invite the public to  come and see 

what we are doing and hopefully also buy some of our works. We are also organising a raku 

firing and a pit firing (refer page 6) as well during that weekend.  

 

The Management committee is still having some problems with the  controller installed  to 

our donated small electric  kiln , hope to have it up and running shortly. 

 

,  
Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this newsletter are 

not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee. Whilst every effort is made 

to publish accurate information, Cairns Potters Club Inc. accepts no responsibility for statements 

made or opinions expressed. 

 

WHEN YOU COME TO THE CLUBHOUSE YOU MUST  BOTH SIGN IN AND 

OUT IN THE BOOK NEXT TO THE ENTRANCE – STUDENTS ATTENDING 

CLASSES MUST ALSO HAVE THEIR NAMES ENTERED  IN THE BOOK – THE 

TEACHERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THAT. IT IS AN INSURANCE 

REQUIREMENT  
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At the Clubhouse 
 

CLASSES: 

 

CHILDRENS CLASSESï Tuesday  and Thursday 3.30 to 5 pm. Contact Hedy Verhulst ï 

0428 883  121   or  email hedy.verhulst@hotmail.com  ( not happening for 2 months as 

teacher is overseas) 

 

EVENING CLASSES  

 

Wed & Thursday  evenings - 6:30pm to 9:00pm. 

Wheel throwing and hand building class for beginners and existing potters who would like to 

refresh their skills.  Contact Yuki @     yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com    or  0438741922  (prefer 

SMS).  

 

 OTHER ACTIVITIES: 

 
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY MORNINGS - CLUB MEMBERS GET TOGETHER  

Saturday 5th August 2017  

 

Traditional Ugandan pottery 
at 

The Cairns Potters Club 

Cost: Free 
 

Samallie Kasirye a Ugandan born ceramist will immerse the Cairns community into 

Ugandan culture by sharing the origins and uses of clay vessels and sculptures. Samallie will 

teach the community how to make the utensils by using a variety of mediums namely; 

pottery wheel, coiling, slab work, pinching and slumping. 
What to bring? An old towel and apron 

 

Session 1 10:00 am ï 11:00 am 

Session 2 11:30 am ï 12:30 pm 

Session 3 1:00 pm ï 2:00 pm 

Clean up the workshop 2:00 pm ï 3:00 pm 

Workshop organized into three sessions to allow cleaning between sessions. 

You are encouraged to text and book a session. 

Text: 0478801305 to express interest to attend. 
Event sponsored by Cairns Regional Council celebrating multi cultural month  

mailto:hedy.verhulst@hotmail.com
mailto:yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com
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The Cairns Potters Club and the Visual Arts Association 

were again in charge of the visual art display at the Cairns 

Show. The ceramic artworks were very popular at the show 

and many pieces were sold. Thanks to all the club members 

who helped with the setting up and dismantling of the display 

or being part of the roster. Without their support we could not 

participate in the show. 

It was disappointing that not more 

club members exhibited their work. 

 

CHAMPION 3 D OF THE SHOW 

Rae Delay    

 

Class 25007 Sculpture 

1. Jennie Scott     

2. Russell Geisel    

                                                                    Rae Delay 

Class 25008 Pottery ï Open 

1. Jeananne Orfanos   

2. Ken Ison    

HC Kyriakos Orfanos and 

Jeananne Orfanos 

                                                                                      

Class 25009 ï Pottery Novice 
1. Leanne Kear   
 2. Kelly Barnes                                                                   

HC Rehana Peters               Jeananne Orfanos     Jennie Scott  

                     

  

Kelly Barnes                            Ken  Ison          Leanne Kear                 

CAIRNS SHOW    19, 20 &21 July 2017  
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CLAY FOR SALE 

A new order will be sent to ClayShed 4 August, so if you wish to 

order any clay or materials please contact Lone  ( 40537508 or 

lone@tpg.com.au) as soon as possible.. 

 

*Non members of Cairns Potters Club will have to pay $5 extra pr 

bag. 

Clay types  ς can all be  fired to stoneware temp except Feeneys 

Terracotta  

Sales price per bag 

Blackwattle  White Paper Clay stoneware              $ 25 

Walkers No 10         $ 22 

Walkers White hand building       $ 20  

Walkers School eathernware/Stoneware     $19  

Walkers Feeneys  white stoneware      $ 21 

Walkers PB 103           $ 22    

Feeneys dark stoneware        $ 19 

Feeneys Buff  Raku  - Sand        $ 19 

Feeneys Buff Raku -  Trachite                 $ 19 

Feeneys Terracotta                   $ 17 

Keanes White Raku         $ 25 

Keanes stoneware 7         $ 27 

Sun dried clay         $ 36   

Bats ( masonite) diameter  20 cm       $   4 

Bats ( masonite) diameter  39,5 cm       $   8  

Orton cone  11, 10, 9 , 8, 7 , 06 ,04      each    $    0.60 

 

   

If you would like to purchase some clay please contact Di Sant on 40324487 or 0419657553    

email disantart@gmail.com 

Payment for clay can be either cash or chq to Di Sant  on 40324487 or 0419657553  or 

directly deposited into the Clubôs  Bendigo Bank A/C by making an electronic transfer to the 

following bank account showing your name and reference to clay  and/or materials 

Cairns Potters Club ï Account # 119552826                      BSB 633-108 

 

 

We all have to help make the clubhouse look great, so please, if you use the club facilities 

make sure you leave it in good order. Clean up after use of wheels or tabletops, do not leave 

water in buckets ( it attracts mosquitoes) , do not  throw clay slops out in the garden, save the 

clay and turn off fan and lights before you leave the clubhouse  and do not forget to sign the 

attendance book. THANKS 

 

 

mailto:lone@tpg.com.au
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We are having the open pit firing (refer Cairns Potters Club June newsletter) on Saturday19 

August in the afternoon. If you wish to participate please let Lone know. 

It will be a black-firing (like in Mexico) to make burnished pots black by covering the pit 

totally  with  earth  after firing .Essentially, to turn pots black all we need to do is to smother 

the fire when itôs hot, and prevent oxygen from touching the pots before they have cooled.  

So if you are interested in participating in the pit firing, burnish some pots and make sure 

they are TOTALLY dry when you bring them to the open day for firing. 

If you want to get a table to display and sell some of your ceramic works during the open 

weekend, please let Lone know - also if you will be willing to help out with the raku firing 

on the Sunday starting at 10 am. 

We plan to make up some more raku glazes Tuesday 15 August at noon, if you  would like 

to help making up the glazes ï please come along. If you have not tried to make up  glazes 

before ï here is your chance. 
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Jeananne Orfanos 
 

 

 

Why did I even get involved in it? Crikey lets go back to primary 

school -try 54 years back in Whakatane New Zealand.  

 A teacher (John Fetonby, who later became famous for a while in 

Whakatane for Burnished carved black fired pots) built an oil fired brick kiln on the school 

grounds.  

 Along came pottery classes. That was the start I suppose. The feel of 

the clay, the musty smell of a freshly opened bag of clay, the fear and 

love and respect of the flame, the energy, the colour of the glow in the 

kiln,the expectation as the kiln is cooling - I was hooked.  

 

A few years passed try 18. My then sister in law Linda Nicholls (she's 

brilliant by the way) started making pottery. I just had to have a go. She 

gave me some clay  -Big Mistake- I was up till 4 am the first night 

making, what I thought was a mansion of a pottery house (really it was 

no bigger than half a loaf of bread) too late - I was hooked. 

 

Along came buckets of glazes, reduction stoneware firings, smoke and 

flames belching from any opening of the kiln. That wonderful smell of 

the kiln heating up, the wax being burned off, the moisture been driven off, the smell of the glazes 

being dried off. It all just breathes excitement. Every firing gives me the same thrill, new testing, 

river clays, road cuttings, collecting and buckets everywhere of clay and soil samples. Not to 

mention markets. Fairs. Fetes  

WHAT WAS I DOING? Nothing abnormal, really just ask any other potter.  

ITôS IN YOUR BLOOD ONCE YOU'VE GOT A TASTE OF IT. 

ITôS LIKE AN ADDICTION -YOU HAVE TO HAVE IT EVERY DAY.  

Fast forward. Here I am in Cairns. 36 years later and I'm still hooked. The reduction firings have 

gone. But my love for reduction firings hasn't. Raku firings still invoke excitement. Burnished pots 

and pit firings are still possible.  

My main pottery is Aqua sea themed pottery for the weekend markets. I'm getting on now.  

So I'm now teaching up a new breed of potters -  To keep the club going.   

https://m.facebook.com/localpotterjeananne/ 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://m.facebook.com/localpotterjeananne/
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CAIRNS POTTERS CLUB INC 

PO BOX 1470  

CAIRNS Q 4870 

 

Cair 

Cairns QLD 4870 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From              
     
 

 

 

 

Website www.cairnspottersclub.net 

http://www.cairnspottersclub.net/

