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Ceramic artwork by Barbara Campbell 
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President: Lone White. 

Vice President: Hedy Verhulst 

Secretary: - Erica West 

Minute Secretary: Christina George  

Treasurer: Mark Davis 

Librarian: Christina George 

Kiln Booking Officer: Jennifer Arthur 

Newsletter: still vacant (acting newsletter editor -Lone White) 

Glass Officer: vacant 

Website Manager: - Jennifer Arthur 

Clay Officer:- Di Sant. 

Committee Members; The following members have agreed to be on the Committee:  

Yuki Horiki, Glenys Lonie, Heather McCoy, Amanda Mcgahan & Sandi Steffensen.  

 

CLUB MEETINGS 

. 

The next Management Committee will be held on Monday 2 May 2016  at the Club premises 

at 28a Grove Street Cairns. Members are welcome to attend and/or bring issues to the 

Committee at this meeting.  

 

 

A word from the President. 

 

The club has a busy time ahead. Firstly the annual Mothers Day fair, then a members’ raku 

firing day and after that, the Cairns Show. 

 

The committee has decided to wait to shift the 3 electric kilns out to the gas kiln room until 

after the  Mothers Day Fair, as many members wanted to fire their work before that day. So 

hopefully the shift will take place shortly after the Mothers Day Fair, so we will have more 

workspace in the main room and a much cooler place to do pottery. 

 

The Mothers Day Fair is coming up shortly (7 May), so we hope you are all busy making 

pots or glass works for the Fair.( see page  4 ) 

 

The Cairns Potters Club 12th Biennial National Ceramic Exhibition ‘MELTING POT 2017 

is to be on display at the Cairns Regional Gallery from 16 December 2016 to 29 January 

2017, so start to think  about making  some creative artworks for that exhibition.  

 

 
Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this newsletter are 

not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee. Whilst every effort is made 

to publish accurate information, Cairns Potters Club Inc. accepts no responsibility for statements 

made or opinions expressed. 
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At the Clubhouse 
 

CLASSES: 

SATURDAY MORNING – between 9am and 11.30 am wheel throwing classes  for beginners and 

advanced  potters . Contact Marc Lucas on 40370381.  

 

EVENING CLASSES -Wheel throwing and hand building class for beginners and existing potters 

who would like to refresh their skills.- Tues and Wed evenings from 6:30 to 9:00.. Contact Yuki 

@     yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com    or  0438741922  (prefer SMS).  

 

CHILDRENôS CLASSES ï  
Wednesday and Thursday ï between 4 and 5.30 pm and Saturday  - between noon and 1.30pm. 

Contact Felicity Bury 0434047974 – email felicity19@optusnet.com.au 

–  

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY MORNINGS - CLUB MEMBERS 

GET TOGETHER Between 9 and 12 noon– no cost involved. 

Members can practise their hand building, wheel throwing, decorating 

and glazing techniques and perhaps share a firing, also a chance to get 

to know other potters and share their joy in pottery making. Contact 

Glenys 0487194747 or Yuki on 0438741922 (prefer SMS)  

 

 

PLANNED ACTIVITIES 

MEMBERS RAKU FIRING DAY 

The club is planning a members raku firing on Sunday 12  

June 2016 , also a small pit firing for burnished pots.( see 

article page 6)  

We will start after lunch and keep firing until all the members 

pots have been fired. You can bring the family as well (also 

own refreshments). 

If you want to participate, then you have to make some pots 

either hand build or wheel thrown suitable for raku firing and 

have them bisque fired before the day. There will be a small 

charge for the firing. 

The club has some raku glazes, which you can use or you can bring your own glazes. The 

club plans to prepare all the glazes on Wednesday 8 June around 1 pm. So if you would like 

to learn about how to make glazes then just turn up that afternoon.  

If you want any small burnished pots fired, then make sure they are really dry before the 

firing. 

mailto:yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com
mailto:felicity19@optusnet.com.au
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As many people 

have expressed 

interested in selling 

their artworks at 

the Fair, we have 

had to limit the 

space you can use 

to 3x3 m.  

 

Hope you have 

plenty of artworks 

to sell e.g. pots, 

glass, jewellery, 

paintings, plants 

etc.  

 

Arrive early – 

around 7am to set 

up your table in a 

good spot.  

 

If you need a 

table for your 

display please 

contact Lone 

White on 

40537508 to book 

a table (limited 

tables available). 

  

Drop your sales 

sheet at the Sales 

table, as all works 

for sales must be 

paid for there.  

 

 

 
 

 

If you need a sales sheet either pick it up from the clubhouse or contact our secretary Erica 

0432413879 or cairnspottersclub@hotmail.com.  

 

At 2:00 pm the Fair will close down so please help clean up the grounds with fellow potters. 

 

mailto:cairnspottersclub@hotmail.com
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CLAY FOR SALE 

Prices as at 1 /5/16   

*Non members of Cairns Potters Club will have to pay $5 extra pr bag. 

Clay types  ς can all be  fired to stoneware temp except Feeneys Terracotta  

Sales price per bag 

Blackwattle  White Paper Clay stoneware              $ 25 

Walkers No 10         $ 22 

Walkers White hand building       $ 20  

Walkers School eathernware/Stoneware     $19  

Walkers Feeneys  white stoneware      $ 21 

Walkers PB 103           $ 22    

Feeneys dark stoneware        $ 19 

Feeneys Red stoneware        $ 19 

Feeneys  White  Raku  - stoneware       $ 18 

Feeneys Buff Raku  (Trachite)                 $ 19 

Feeneys Terracotta                   $ 16 

Keanes White Raku         $ 25 

Keanes Special K          $ 26  

Keanes stoneware 7         $ 27    

Keanes Stoneware 33         $ 27 

Bats ( masonite) diameter  20 cm       $   4 

Bats ( masonite) diameter  39,5 cm       $   8  

Orton cone  11, 10, 9 , 8, 7 , 06 ,04      each   $    0.60   

  

If you would like to purchase some clay please contact Di Sant on 40324487 or 0419657553    

email disantart@gmail.com 

Payment for clay can be either cash or chq to Di Sant  on 40324487 or 0419657553  or 

directly deposited into the Club’s  Bendigo Bank A/C by making an electronic transfer to the 

following bank account showing your name and reference to clay  and/or materials 

Cairns Potters Club – Account # 119552826                      BSB 633-108 

 

KickArts. An exhibition of the works of Craig Hoy, ceramicist working in raku has just 

started  upstairs at KickArts .  
http://www.centre-of-contemporary-arts-cairns.com.au/events/index.php?we_objectID=496 

 
CAIRNS SHOW 
Do not forget the Cairns Show   20 ς 22 July 2016. Entry forms are available at the 
clubhouse  or you can get them of the website www.cairnsshow.com.au. 
 
Entry closes 1 July 2016 and you can enter in both the pottery and sculpture section. 
As usual ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎΦ aƻǊŜ 
about that later. 

http://www.centre-of-contemporary-arts-cairns.com.au/events/index.php?we_objectID=496
http://www.cairnsshow.com.au/
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              How to burnish your pots 
 
 
 

Step1 
Create your pottery piece and allow to dry for some time. The amount of time 
depends upon the size of the piece as well as the thickness of the medium used. 
You want the clay to be firm enough to not accept marks from the burnishing tool or 
spoon, yet pliable enough so it doesn't scratch during the burnishing process.  
Step2 
Use your burnishing tool (smooth stone) or the back of a spoon and gently buff the 
pottery piece in small, circular motions. Don't press too firmly or you'll cause 
indentations or scratches to occur. You should see a high gloss appear in the areas 
you've been working.  
Step3 
Allow the pottery piece to dry slightly more, but not completely. The sheen created 
by the initial burnishing should dim as the piece dries.  
Step4 
Repeat the burnishing process. You will again see the lustre return to the pottery 
piece. Allow the pottery to dry completely.  
Step5 
Coat the entire surface of the pottery piece with corn oil (or cooking oil available) 
and allow it to dry. The burnish will completely disappear during this stage. Don't 
worry though: it will return with the final burnishing.  
Step6 
Burnish a final time and then rub the pot with your hands to buff. This will create the 
full, deep sheen that can be accomplished only through the burnishing process.  
 
Then when the pots are totally dry, you can fire them.  
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Barbara Campbell. 

My interest in clay was awakened during the mid 1970’s 

whilst living on Magnetic Island. I started attending 

workshops for a year with Sophia Vendisvelte and then with 

Viv Plant for over 4 years. She was teaching handbuilding 

and sculpture , which I fell in 

love with. 

 

On moving to Cairns I joined the Cairns Potters Club and 

enrolled with Kerry Grierson at  TAFE, however  only 

completing one year as spinal surgery was pending. 

I pottered with a friend in my studio for a couple of years 

continuing with handbuilding, then spent 15 years working at 

afterschool and vacation care teaching arts and crafts and 

pottery until retirement and returning to the potters club about 

two years ago. My interest is in nature and animals, which 

comes through in some of my work. 
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CAIRNS POTTERS CLUB INC 

PO BOX 1470  

CAIRNS Q 4870 

 

Cair 

Cairns QLD 4870 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From              
     
 

 

 

 

Website www.cairnspottersclub.net 

http://www.cairnspottersclub.net/

